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Grid Modernization 

Phase 2 Application Workshop 
Grant Solicitations for CEF 2 Program 

March 15, 2016 
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Workshop Agenda 

Overview 
 

Application Specifics 
 

Ask Questions 
anytime 
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Clean Energy Fund Approach 
2015-2017 Capital Budget Proviso §1028 

 

Research Development Demonstration Deployment  

FY 13/15 

FY 15/17 



CEF1  
4 proposals for 

$18M in CEF and 
$40M overall 

CEF2 - Phase 1 Submission Summary 
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• 16 projects 
• $26.4M 

requested 
• $38M match 



Awarding – 
twice the ask as 
there are funds 

CEF2 - Phase 2 Timeline Summary 
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• Just a week or so behind schedule 
 

• Expert Panelists will rank projects 
from within each tier separately 

• There are no minimum set asides 
for either utility tier 
 

• Commerce will make award 
decisions 

• The best projects will get funded 



Grid Modernization Timeline 
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Release Draft Program 
Design  

November 2, 2015 

Stakeholder Review 
of Program Design  

Nov 30, 2015 

Release Phase 1 
Solicitation  

January 6, 2016 

Utilities Submit 
Projects  

February 12, 2016 

Provide Feedback on 
Submissions 

March 7, 2016 

Release Phase 2 
Solicitation 

March 7, 2016 

Utilities Submit 
Refined Projects 

April 30, 2016 

Score Submissions 

May 13, 2016 

Announce Intent to 
Award 

May 27, 2016 

Negotiate Contracts 

June 1, 2016 

Implement Projects 

July 1, 2016 -  

December 31, 2018 

Publish Analytical 
Reports 

June 30, 2019 



Proviso intent 

CEF2 - Phase 1 Observations 
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• Funding must be used … projects 
that integrate intermittent 
renewables…and enable integration 
of distributed renewable energy 

• Paraphrase - intent of the proviso is 
to purchase innovative 
technological solutions for 
intermittent renewable energy 
integration thereby creating greater 
grid reliability and resiliency 



Applicant match 
must be from 

non-state 
sources  

(ZG budget 
instructions) 

CEF2 - Phase 1 Observations 
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• Not charged or used as match for another 
program 

• Not originally paid from state sources 
• Must be applicable to the time period 

stated  
• Be necessary and reasonable to 

accomplish program objectives 
• Must be allowable under the applicable 

cost principles 
• Conform to other applicable 

administrative requirements 
• Valuation methods must be documented  



Community solar 
as match  

CEF2 - Phase 1 Observations 
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Conventional or commercially 
available technologies such as 
photovoltaic panels, inverters, and 
balance of system typically deployed 
for community solar systems in 
Washington state, are not eligible as 
in-kind match due to the prior or 
existing use of other state financing 
and incentives for those programs 



Ineligible 
Matches 

CEF2 - Phase 1 Observations 
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• Conventional & Commercially available 
technology unless innovative application 
 

• Electric & hybrid vehicles 
• Solar PV systems, smart meters 
• Buildings 
• Land 

 



Budget Tab 
Prevailing Wage 

CEF2 - Phase 1 Observations 
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• The Contractor certifies that all 
contractors and subcontractors 
performing work on the Project shall 
comply with state Prevailing Wages on 
Public Works, Chapter 39.12 RCW, as 
applicable to the Project funded by this 
contract, including but not limited to the 
filing of the “Statement of Intent to Pay 
Prevailing Wages” and “Affidavit of 
Wages Paid” as required by RCW 
39.12.040. 



Budget Tab 
Prevailing Wage 

continued 

CEF2 - Phase 1 Observations 
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• The Contractor shall maintain records 
sufficient to evidence compliance with 
Chapter 39.12 RCW, and shall make such 
records available for COMMERCE’s 
review upon request.  
 

• For construction project laborers / 
workers 

• This may raise your estimates within the 
budget categories 



Zoom Grants Library Materials 
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https://zoomgrants.com/gprop.asp?donorid=2142&limited=907
https://zoomgrants.com/gprop.asp?donorid=2142&limited=906


Zoom Grants Phase 2 
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Zoom Grants Phase 2 
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Zoom Grants Budget Instructions 1 
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Zoom Grants Budget Instructions 2 
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Zoom Grants Scope of Work 
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Zoom Grants Attachments 
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Phone & Chat Room Questions 
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Zoom Grants Tour 
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https://www.zoomgrants.com/login/


March 15, 2016 

For more information 
Carolee Sharp 

State Energy Office 

Carolee.sharp@commerce.wa.gov 

360-725-3118 Phase 2 submission deadline 30 April 
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